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1. FOLLOWING HOVING-MOUKHTAR CONVERSATIONS ANTICIPATED 
REFTEL (PARA 3), HOVING'S ESCORT, JOHN DORMAN OF ARCE, 

PROVIDED FOLLOWING INFORMATION TO DCM AT THEIR REQUEST. (HOVING 
RETURNED TO NEW YORK AND MOUKHTAR DEPARTED FOR TEN DAY VISIT 
TO BEIRUT EARLY SUNDAY MORING MAR 9.) 

2. ACCORDING TO DORMAN, DR. MOUKHTAR LIKED HOVING’S IDEAS 

RE HANDLING OF TUTANKHAMUN EXHIBITION TOUR IN US AND IS PREPARED 
TO WORK OUT ARRANGEMENTS WITH METROPOLITAN MUSEM OF ART FOR 
VISIT. HOWEVER, MOUKHTAR SAID HE FIRST NEEDS FORMAL INDICATION 
THAT USG ACCEPTS EGYPT'S INVITATION TO SEND EXHIBITION TO US 
WHICH HE CLAIMS TO HAVE EXTENDED TO DEPT (CU) DURING HIS LAST 
VISIT TO WASHINGTON. ACCEPTANCE NEED NOT REFER TO METROPOLITAN ROLE 
WHICH WILL BE WORKED OUT BETWEEN MOUNHTAR AND HOVING. MOUKHTAR 
STRESSED NECESSITY FOR PROMPT ACCEPTANCE SINCE HE IS BEING 
PRESSURED BY OTHER COUNTRIES, PARTICULARLY GERMAN FEDREP, TO 
SEND EXHIBITION DURING SAME PERIOD. 

3. TIMING OF VISIT WOULD BE ESSENTIALLY AS OUTLINED PARA 2 OF 
REFTEL, BEGINNING IN WASHINGTON AND ENDING IN NEW YORK. DORMAN 
HAD NO INDICATION OF CITIES TO WHICH EXHIBITION WOULD BE SENT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 CAIRO 02570 091119Z 

DURING INTERVENING PERIOD. HOWEVER, MOUKHTAR DID MENTION THAT 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 

NUMBER OF CITIES TO BE VISITED SHOULD NOT BE ANNOUNCED UNTIL 
COMPLETION TUTANKHAMUN SOVIET TOUR IN MAY IN ORDER AVOID 
RUSSIAN REQUEST FOR VISIT TO ADDITIONAL CITIES IN CASE NUMBER 
IN US WERE TO EXCEED THOSE IN USSR. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: SUGGEST DEPT CONTACT HOVING MONDAY. MAR 10 
IN NEW YORK PRIOR TO HIS DEPARTURE FOR LONDON NEXT DAY 
TO OBTAIN CONFIRMATION OF STATUS OF METROPOLITAN ROLE RE TOUR. 

IF DEPT SATISFIED TOUR CAN BE PROPERLY ORGANIZED, RECOMMEND PROMPT 
ACCEPTANCE OF EGYPTIAN INVITATION WHICH EMBASSY COULD CONVEY BY 
DIPLOMATIC NOTE. 
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